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for one sitting. The scene is horrid. Lord Melville
looks like death. I never saw anybody more terribly
altered. Whitbread spoke almost four hours with great
ability, and although he was temperate in his language,
and expressed many becoming feelings, it was a most
dreadful speech to sit under, and in such a place too.
The evidence will begin to-morrow; we meet at ten in
the morning and stay till four at least.'

His subsequent letters of this summer contain little
more than passing allusions to the progress of the trial;
but in Lady Minto's to her husband we gain a glimpse
of the excitement it produced in Scotland.

The accession to power of Mr. Fox and his friends,
and the impeachment of the man who for many years
had been the ruler of Scotland and the sole dispenser
of Scotch patronage, were events which filled the
Liberals with hope and energy.

In no part of the United Kingdom had the rule of
the party which had so long held power been more
absolute than in Scotland, and as a natural consequence
jaowhere was the opposition more thorough, though it
was confined to a smaller minority.

Lady Minto to Lord Mi/nto.

'Minto: Kay 30, 1806.

c. , . A dissolution is, I think, quite necessary; for
Scotland will be a thorn in the side of Government till
it is newly represented. This whole country considers
Lord Melville as its chief; and well they may, after